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SNOW DECORATION 

Field of the Invention 

Generally, the invention relates to an artificial snow decoration. More 
specifically, the invention relates to a decorative device for simulating a snowfield in a miniature 
winter scene. 

Background of the Invention 

Decorative winter scenes are a common form of seasonal decoration. This is 
especially so during the winter season wherein decorative winter scenes are commonly utilized 
to decorate homes and stores. A common decorative winter scene includes a collection of 
miniature models depicting a town or village scene. These models will typically include a 
number of structures, such as a houses, barns, stores, etc. The structures and the area 
surrounding the structures may contain artificial snow. The artificial snow may include white 
fiber batting and/or white flakes, such as of a plastic material. Additionally, the structures may 
have a permanent snowfield integrated upon an upper surface thereof, such as a snowfield 
painted upon a roof surface of a house. As an incorporated snowfield is permanent and can not 
be removed from the structure, the structure is limited in the sense that it depicts only a winter 
scene. As a result, many winter scene-based structures are only utilized for decoration during the 
Fall and winter seasons. 

Plastic flakes are also commonly used to provide the appearance of snow to 
decorative winter scenes. These plastic flakes are typically deposited over the winter scene or 
are sprayed onto the winter scene. While they provide a realistic appearance of snow, they are 
also burdensome to maintain as the flakes are easily displaced by gusts of air. 

As such, there is a need in the art for a temporary decorative device which can be 
used to simulate artificial snow, and which avoids or minimizes the drawbacks of the prior art. 
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Summary of the Invention 

The present invention is a decorative device typically used to simulate snowfields 
in a decorative winter scene. In one embodiment, the decorative device is comprised of white 
pigmented, silicone rubber elements having rounded edges and molded generally to resemble a 
snowfield. The decorative device can be applied to a structure in a decorative winter scene or it 
can also be applied to a surface surrounding a structure in a decorative winter scene. Multiple 
pieces of the decorative device can be laid side by side to simulate larger fields of snow. The 
decorative device may be used to temporarily transform a season inspecific model, such as a 
house or other building, into a winter themed scene. 

The decorative device is preferably of a pliable material having a somewhat tacky 
surface so that the device is able to adhere to a surface, such as a roof surface on a miniature 
village structure. The decorative device is soft, flexible, and is also easily cut to be of an 
appropriate size for use in a decorative winter scene. 

Brief Description of the Drawings and Figures 

For purposes of facilitating and understanding the subject matter sought to be protected, 
there is illustrated in the accompanying drawings an embodiment thereof. From an inspection of 
the drawings, when considered in connection with the following description, the subject matter 
sought to be protected, its construction and operation, and many of its advantages should be 
readily understood and appreciated. 

Fig. 1 is a overhead perspective view of one embodiment of the subject decorative 

device. 

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view of the decorative device of Fig. 1 taken along lines 2 - 2. 

Fig. 3 is perspective view depicting a manufacturing process of the decorative device. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a structure having a plurality of subject decorative device 
attached thereto. 
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the present invention is a decorative device typically 
used to simulate snowfields in a decorative winter scene. In one embodiment, the decorative 
device 10 is a white pigmented, silicone rubber element having rounded edges 12 and shaped 
generally to resemble a snowfield. The decorative device 10 includes a body 14 having a bottom 
surface 16 and a top surface 18. 

In one embodiment, the bottom surface 16 is substantially flat and shiny and 
provides a generally tacky surface. As illustrated in Figure 4, the inherently tacky bottom 
surface 16 can partially adhere the device 10 to another surface or structure. When placed upon 
a decorative model, the tacky nature of the bottom surface 16 limits the movement of the 
decorative device 10. It is also contemplated that an adhesive or an adhesive tape may be 
applied to the bottom surface 16 in order to ensure that the decorative device 10 remains 
stationary. 

In one embodiment, the top surface 1 8 has a contoured surface giving the 
appearance of a snowfield. With particular reference to Figure 2, the top surface 18 includes a 
perimeter that is bounded by sloped and rounded edges 12. Top surface 18 has a contoured 
surface having a plurality of depressions 20 and prominences 22. 

In one embodiment, the present invention is manufactured using a liquid silicone 
rubber compound such as dimethylsilicone. The silicone compound enables the decorative 
object 10 to be soft, flexible, resilient and easily cut. The use of the silicone material enables the 
decorative device 10 to resiliently maintain its shape. The silicone formulation can be any that is 
generally known in the art. A white pigment is added to the liquid silicone rubber solution to 
provide the appropriate coloring. Other silicone-based materials, as well as other pliable plastic 
materials, may be utilized to practice the present invention. 
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As shown in Fig. 3, in one embodiment the device 10 can be formed by pouring a 
liquid silicone rubber compound 24 into a mold 26 having a plurality of cavities 28. Each cavity 
28 has rounded edges and a configured surface corresponding to edges 12 and top surface 18 of 
device 10. Once the liquid silicone rubber has cured to form the decorative device 10, the 
decorative device 10 is removed from the mold 26 and packaged for distribution. Alternatively, 
it is also contemplated that the liquid rubber compound be poured onto a flat surface and allowed 
to cure. Yet another embodiment of device 10 may be manufactured using known injection 
molding technology. 

As shown in Fig. 4, in one embodiment, the decorative device 10 can be applied 
to a structure 30 to create a decorative winter scene. The bottom surface 16 enables the 
decorative device 10 to partially adhere itself to the structure 30 enabling the decorative device 
10 to remain in place upon structure 30. The decorative device 10 is soft and is easily cut to be 
of an appropriate size for use. A user-configured decorative device 10 can also engage corners, 
chimneys or eaves of structure 30. For example, reference numerals 32, 34, 36 and 38 illustrate 
devices 10 which have been user-configured (linearly cut) to more accurately depict a snowfield 
upon or adjacent to structure 30. The decorative device 10 can also be used with other structures 
in a decorative winter scene such as vehicles, etc. 

The decorative device can also be applied to a surface surrounding a structure in a 
decorative winter scene. Multiple pieces of the decorative device 10 can be laid side by side to 
simulate larger fields of snow. The decorative device 10 can also be cut to fit as desired in a 
decorative winter scene. 

A method of transforming a decorative scene into a winter themed decorative scene is 
provided. Steps of the method include providing a plurality of season inspecific models such as 
a house model, providing a plurality of decorative devices 10 each having a generally tacky 
surface, placing some of the plurality of decorative devices 10 directly upon upper surfaces of 
the models, wherein the tacky surface of the decorative devices 10 maintains the resilient form in 
place upon the model, cutting others of the plurality of decorative devices 10 to correspond to 
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edges on one or more of the models, and placing the others of the plurality of decorative devices 
10 in relation to the edges so as to transform the decorative scene into a winter theme decorative 
scene. In this manner, a season inspecific model, such as a house or building, may be 
temporarily transformed for use in a winter themed scene. 

The matter set forth in the foregoing description and accompanying drawings is 
offered by way of illustration only and not as a limitation. While a particular embodiment has 
been shown and described, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that changes and 
modifications may be made without departing from the broader aspects of applicant's 
contribution. The actual scope of the protection sought is intended to be defined in the following 
claims when viewed in their proper perspective based on the prior art. 
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